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To the Teacher

The Heinle & Heinle TOEFL Test Assistant ;
students to meet the vocabulary needs
Comprehension, Structure and Written E
in a variety of ways,

Each section of the TOEFL, test has differe
section requires vocabulary in the form of
vocabulary. The Structure and Written I

Vocabulary is a vocabulary building text that prepares
In all sections of the TOFEFL test; ie., Listening
Xpression, and Vocabulary and Reading Comprehension,

nt vocabulary needs, The Listening Comprehension
Idioms, phrasal verbs, and everyday and specific

xpression section tests knowledge of suffixes, and of
confusing words. The Vocabulary and Reading Comprehension section requires looking for

contextual clues that reveal the meaning of a word, When contextual clues are not helpful, a
knowledge of synonyms, roots, and prefixes will help to find the meaning, It is thefefolte
important to address all these needs in a comprehensive TOEFL test vocabulary b(’x)k. ’

Each chapter of The Heinle & Heinle TOEFL Test Assistant ;
vocabulary needs for the test. The vocabulary is contextualize
in a reading passage or convers

Vocabulary addresses the different
d in the beginning of each chapter
ation. These do not replicate the passages or conversations
found on the test because their purpose is to promote classroom activity and learning skills.
Similarly, in Chapter 1, "Words in Context," vocabulary is contextualized in passages of lower
overall difficulty than those found on the actual exam, since its aim is to strengthen the
vocabulary teaching aspect of the book. The readings are, however, selected from areas of
readings covered by the TOEFL test such as biology, physical science, history, art, and social
science.

Structure of Each Chapter
¢ Presentation

A reading or listening passage, a dialogue, or a structure passage presents the vocabulary
to be studied in the unit in contextualized form.

e Comprehension questions
Comprehension questions follow the passages or dialogues. These questions are followed
by tasks to encourage students to use contextual clues and relate words with one another.
Students can work alone, in groups, or in pairs.

* Strategies for vocabulary development
Strategies are presented that deal with the particular vocabulary building focus of the
chapter.

¢ Exercises

There are a variety of exercise types ranging from multiple choice, blank filling, correcting
errors, completing word lists, using the dictionary to find out meanings, and so on.
These exercises can be done in the classroom with students interacting in pairs or groups
or they can be assigned as homework.

* End of chapter tests
The end of unit test focuses on the vocabulary taught in the unit. The question types
are similar to those found on the TOEFL test.
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How to Use This Book

1. Order of presentation
The units in this book do not have to be covered in the order Presented, y
* 10U can ¢

follow the order of the book or choose the units that tie in with your ¢y Bl
Culum,

2. Classroom use
The introductory passages and / or dialogues with the questions and t, ks
can be used for interactive work, with students working in Soupaior ’i that foljqy,
the questions. If more listening skills need to be worked on, you can r:’adl's to answe,
passages and the dialogues aloud. After going over the strategies with tha the reading
excrcises that follow can be either worked on in the classroom, or if the,ee. students, the
time to cover them in class you can assign them as homework. 18 not enough

3. Use of dictionaries

The use of a good dictionary is encouraged, however it is reco

’ mmended th 8
act as'a reinforcement after the student has tried to work out the m ea:ti:‘e dflctlonary
by himself / herself through context or other clues. & of a word




To

the Student

This book will help you to build your vocabulary for all sections of the TOEFL. Study the
chapters in this book, but don’t stop there. Vocabulary learning is a lifelong process; make sure
you learn some new words every day. The following are some strategies for building your
vocabulary whether you are working alone or in the classroom.

Strategies for Vocabulary Building

Read as much as you can

By reading as many magazines, fiction and non-fiction books, and journals as you can,
you will encounter new words. You can guess the meanings of many of these words
by their context - that is, you will get a clue to the meaning from the words that surround
the new word. If you are still not sure, you can look up the word in a dictionary to

check if you were right.

Use a dictionary
Buy a good dictionary, preferably a college-level dictionary. The dictionary should be
all English, not a bilingual one. A good dictionary should include the following
information about a word :

its pronunciation

its part of speech (noun, adjective, verb)

a clear, simple definition

an example of the word used in a sentence or phrase

its origin (root, prefix)
You can also use a pocket dictionary if you travel back and forth to classes.
Learn roots, prefixes, and suffixes
Roots and prefixes from Latin and Greek make up many English words. It has been
estimated that more than half of all English words come from Latin and Greek. Prefixes

_are added to the beginning of a root and suffixes are added to the end to modify the

meaning of words. Learning these will help you increase your vocabulary.

Learn from listening

Listening to good programs on the radio and tel
English well is another way of improving your voca
ask the speaker to tell you what a particular word means,

look them up later.

Use a dictionary of synonyms and antonyms

Synonyms are words that have almost the same meaning; antonyms are words that have
almost the opposite meaning. Knowing the synonyms and antonyms of a word will
expand your vocabulary. Some dictionaries of synonyms and antonyms explain each
synonym and how it differs in meaning from other synonyms. Since no two words have

the exact same meaning, this is very useful for you.

evision as well as to people who speak
bulary. Since you cannot always
write down the words and

H & H TOEFL - VOCABULARY - S



« Make your own word list

Get a notebook for your vocabulary study and use it to create your own word |y

ou read and come across a word you don’t know, write it down in
m::ov:rtoygether with the sentence in which you found it. Try to work out the m“you.
of the word from its context. Then look the word up in a dictionary and write tp,
definition in your notebook. Also, write down any other information such as the roy
of the word, and see how it is connected to the meaning, Lastly, write your own sentenc
using the word. Writing will help you remember the word and its meaning. Try to adg

a new word to your list every day.

e Create your own theme groups
Words are easier to remember and learn when you group words with similar meaningg

under a theme. For example,

v be fond of
devoted to
cherish
adore

Then you can make another theme with the opposite.
detest
loathe
abhor
repel
despise
disgust

er it be in speaking or writing is an important step in
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